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 National Leaders in Sustainability  
   
 Ames, Iowa  
 Burlington Vermont  
 Corvailis, Oregon  
 Grand Forks, North Dakota  
 LaCrosse, Wisconsin  
 Lansing, Michigan  
 Missoula, Montana 

Santa Monica, California 
Wenatchee, Washington 

Country Home Magazine Article 
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AMES, IOWA 
  
 
Data on the city (population, location, etc)  
  

- Located 30 miles north of Des Moines on Interstate 35 and U.S. Route 30 and 69  
- Home of Iowa State University  
- 2004 population 52,319, of which approximately 27,000 are students  
- Total area of municipality is 21.6 square miles  
- Population density of 2,352.3 people per square mile  

 
Is there a sustainable strategic plan in place?  
  
No, but there is a concerted focus on energy conservation whereby 11+ energy-saving 
programs are part of the Smart Energy Initiative.  The programs are aimed at 
improving comfort, reducing bills, and contributing to the reliability of the electric system.  
The programs focus on demand-side energy management, utility load management, 
alternative energy resources, and education.  
  
Is there a director of Sustainability? What are the responsibilities of the position?    
  
No, however there is an Energy Coordinator who oversees the programs of the Smart 
Energy Initiative.  
  
Are requirements mandatory?  How are they enforced?   
  
Voluntary  
  
Is the program based on incentives? Or is it punitive in nature?  
  
Incentives available through rebate program.  
  
What is the nature of the review process?  
  
Application form and supporting materials reviewed and processed by staff.  
  
Is program based on LEED standards or other green guidelines?  
  
No  
  
What is the nature of public awareness initiatives?  
  
Information is available as part of utility installation and billing, website, and word of 
mouth through new home builders.  
  
Is equal emphasis placed on the following broad areas: water management, land 
usage, energy efficiency/generation, carbon footprint, material use (recycling 
etc)?  
  
Focus is mainly energy efficiency/generation.  
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Additional Information:  
  

- Citizens of Ames have enjoyed the benefits of municipally-owned and operated 
electric, water, and water pollution control utility systems for over 100 years.  

 
- Resource Recovery Plant was the first municipally operated waste-to-energy 

facility in the nation built in 1975.  Recyclable materials and metals are removed 
from garbage stream and the remainder is shredded by machines and falls into 
two categories:  

 
- The burnable portion of the garbage becomes Refuse Derived Fuel, or RDF, 

which is piped to the City's power plant. It is used as a renewable, 
supplemental fuel in the coal boilers to generate electricity; and  

 
- The non-burnable material is sent to a landfill. Since it is shredded, it takes up 

much less volume in the landfill than it would if it were buried whole.  
 
- Ames Municipal Electric System (A.M.E.S.) is a community-owned public power 

system.  A.M.E.S does not exist to maximize profits, but instead to provide an 
essential service to residential, industrial, and commercial customers; there has 
not been an electric rate increase since 1979.  

 
- Ames Electric Department administers a suite of 11+ energy-saving programs as 

part of its Smart Energy Initiative, including:   
 
- Residential/Commercial Efficient Appliance Rebate Program – rebates ranging 

from $25 - $100 are issued for qualifying purchase of new EnergyStar® 
appliances (refrigerator, freezer, dishwasher, & washing machine);  

 
- Residential Efficient Construction Rebate – rebate of $500 is available for 

EnergyStar® rated newly constructed homes that receive an HERS audit score 
of 85 or less;  

 
- Residential High-Efficiency (HE) Lighting Rebate – rebate not to exceed $2,000 

per residence per year for qualifying expenses related to conversion to high 
efficiency lighting for single and multi-family housing;  

 
- Commercial Audit - free audit identifies how much energy is consumed and what 

can be done to become more efficient;  
 
- Power Factor Correction Rebate - rebate for installation of correction equipment 

for commercial customers;  
 
- Prime Time Power - Air conditioner load management program that lowers the 

demand for electricity during peak times.  A $5 credit on each of the four summer 
electric bills (July, August, September, and October) is applied for those that 
participate in this program that cycles central air conditioners off for 7.5 minutes 
out of every 30 minutes when the demand for electricity is at its highest;  
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- Power Watch - An energy information and call-to-action program that informs 
residents of recommended action steps to help reduce energy use that 
subsequently help lower the overall demand for electricity;  

 
- Green Choices - Ames residents can contribute to the development of additional 

alternate green energy resources through voluntary contribution check off 
available to each customer via their monthly bill in the amounts of $2, $5, $10, or 
a designated amount, per month;  

 
 - Efficiency Air Conditioner Rebate – rebates ranging from $25 to $500 for the 

purchase of programmable thermostats, EnergyStar® room air conditioners, 
central air conditioners, and air/ground source heat pumps;  

 
- Residential Energy Audit - Free audit identifies how much energy homes 

consume and what homeowners can do to make their homes more efficient; and  
 
- Commercial Efficient Lighting - rebate not to exceed $2,000 for general 

commercial and $5,000 for large commercial/industrial businesses that buy and 
install efficient lighting.      
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GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA 
Information from John Schlossman 
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LANSING, MICHIGAN 
(Spoke to Bill Rieske 517-483-4791) in Dept of Planning and Neighborhood) 

  
 
1. Data on City  
  Population 115,000  

Located in south central of lower peninsula of the state  
Grand River, largest in state flow through the city  
4 important factors –   

Capital of Michigan  
State trunk line for roads – local roads are “M” highway roads  
General Motors with 2 plants  
East Lansing has Michigan State U  
 

2. No sustainable Strategic Plan but moving on it  
Updating City master Plan – “green” will be part of it  
Mayor’s Executive Order 2007 established Renewable Portfolio Standard 
(RPS  For City of Lansing   
(10% renewable energy by 2010; 15% by 2015; 20% by 2020)  

 
3. No Director of Sustainability  

Strong mayor – appoints most department heads who turn draft 
administration budget   
Consortium of efforts –Mayor meets with department heads every Monday 
AM  

 
4.  Sustainability – “Green” efforts  

a. Master Plan in another 18 mos.   
b. Mayor’s “Go Green/Go Lansing” initiative  

not just inform but enlist people to support, add names  
c. Block Bike – non-motorized greenways  
d. Streetscape – low impact design in urbanized area  
e. Combined water/sewer overflow project upgrade  = cleaner water   
f.  City’s rain gardens (between road and sidewalks)  

controversial = who will maintain. Mosquitoes  
g. Built light field solar collector on top of reservoir  
h. People who issue parking tickets ride scooters  

 
5. LEEDS  

Developers are encouraging LEEDS = want to attract people  
Renovation of The Christman Co – 1st platinum project in state  

 
6. Public awareness efforts Go Green  

Mayor Virgil Bernaro’s environmental advisory team  
Established to promote “green ethic”/raise awareness  
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MISSOULA, MONTANA 
Information from John Schlossman 
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WENATCHEE, WASHINGTON 
(Spoke with Allison Williams – Area Service Director) 

  
 
1. Data on City  
 

• Population 28,060  
• Apple capital of the world  
• Middle of the state – confined between Columbia River and the 

foothills of the Cascade Mountains  
• Only one road in and out of town  
 

2. Is there a sustainable strategic plan in place?  
 

• The State has a growth management act Environmental Policy Act 
(SEPA)  

• Communities’ plan for growth/environment – built environment  
• Top down approach; sustainable guidelines at state level then 

mandated at municipal level –   
• Based on this Wenatchee City Council has adopted  

  -Urban Comprehensive Plan   
   overall comprehensive plan from houses to parks – open space   
  -Subdivision Ordinance  
  -Shoreline Master Plan  
  -Landscape and screening Ordinance  

• Land conservation is the theme in Wenetachee  
  more compact development  
  preserve agricultural lands  
  more parks, green spaces, tails Zoning Ordinance   

 
3.  There is no Director of Sustainability  

• Each city department is responsible of different components of the  
Urban Comprehensive Plan  

• Director of Community Development looks at each department for 
sustainability  - green  

 
4.  There are no LEED standards but there are state standards  

 exempts minor new construction and residential up to 20 dwellings  
 
5.  There are no mandates – just suggested behavior  
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